
Crown and Covenant trilogy 

Duncan's War, King's Arrow, Rebel's Keep 

-Douglas Bond 

Do you want to learn more about the Scottish Covenanters of the 17th 
century? (Trust me, YES you do!) The Crown and Covenant trilogy by 
Douglas Bond is a captivating, historically accurate account of the 
persecution and plight of the reformed church in Scotland between 
1660-1688. The trilogy follows the M'Kether family (fictional) as they 
endure the persecution under King Charles II and strive to walk 
according to the Word of God. These fictional characters are ingeniously 
woven into the lives of the true historical men and women from the killing 
times and the years surrounding them. Duncan's War, King's Arrow, and 

Rebel's Keep are a must read for junior high age to adulthood! This is a fun way to brush up 
on your history, and it will inspire you to emulate the firmness of faith demonstrated by our 
ancestors. 
 

A Peep Behind the Scenes 

-O.F. Walton 

This book was published in 1877 and sold over 2 ½ million copies. In fact, it 
outsold The Scarlet Letter by 2 million books! 

Rosalie's father is the god-less, heartless owner of a traveling theater company. 
Her mother is an actress and Rosalie was born into this not-so-glamorous 
lifestyle, void of the gospel, void of hope, and void of the glitz and fame 
projected to the circus-attending fans. 

One day an old man gives Rosalie and her sickly mother a picture of a shepherd 
rescuing a lost sheep with a verse printed on it. This began a spiritual awakening within them 
both, a hunger for the word, repentance, and a strong desire to tell others about the Good 
Shepherd. 

Don't underestimate what the Spirit is able to do with a simple tract, a picture, a book, or even 
a simple question from a little child in the spreading of His kingdom. This is a great read for 
elementary school to adulthood, or even a family read-a-loud.  This book is also available as 
a free ebook on Amazon. Has the Good Shepherd found you? 
 



A Church in the House 

-Matthew Henry 

Years ago I listened to a sermon that told about a woman who upon returning 
home from church spent 3 hours pouring and praying over her sermon notes. 
This sermon by Matthew Henry is one that could be prayed and meditated 
over for years! 

A CHURCH IN THE HOUSE – A sermon concerning Family Religion was 
preached on April 16, 1704. This book is a transcript of that sermon and is a 
must read for anyone who is passionate about restoring daily worship back to 
the Christian household. 

Matthew Henry breaks the subject up into three main parts and expounds upon each 
providing scriptural basis and life application for the areas of DOCTRINE, WORSHIP, and 
DISCIPLINE. He speaks at length about incorporating the scriptures, catechizing, specific 
areas of family prayer, Psalm singing, and the discipline needed to implement this high 
privilege. Don't miss this invaluable resource which ends with MOTIVES and practical 
application concerning implementing daily family worship. 
 

The Turquoise Table 

-Kristin Schell 

The Turquoise Table is a beautiful little book filled with do-able and practical 
ideas facilitating outreach and building relationships within your community. 
There are a myriad of helpful examples and recipes to show you how simple 
hospitality and reaching out to your neighbors can be. While it is not filled with 
scripture, it is definitely written from a Christian perspective. How often do you 
invite guests over? How well do you know your neighbors? Relationship is key 
in discipleship, evangelism, and bearing one another's burdens. This book will 
inspire you to start cultivating friendships right where God has planted you. 

 
Sir Knight of the Splendid Way 

-W. E. Cull 

Written in 1899, this gem is sure to remind you of Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. 
(On a side note, if you have yet to read that classic, you definitely need to add it 
to your list). Just like Pilgrim's Progress, the characters are named for their 
vices or virtues. The story follows Sir Constant on his journey from conversion, 
through his victories and perils in his service as a knight of the great king, to his 
journey's end at the City of the Great King. You will be inspired, encouraged, 



and perhaps even convicted as you watch Sir Constant encounter battles with the Black 
Knight, deceptions by false believers, and temptations to take the easy way out without 
consulting the Lord. You will see him comforting knights who have finished their journey, join 
him as he navigates the Pass of Tears, and be humbled by the steadfastness of the 
Nameless Knight. 

Because it was written so long ago, some of the names/language are archaic by our 
standards, and the first chapter is a bit different, but don't let that deter you from this “must 
read” book. It makes a great family read a-loud that is sure to spur fruitful discussion and will 
keep your kids begging for more. 
 
The Giant Killer 

-A.L.O.E. 
This is another fantastic choice for a family read-a-loud and devotion. The story 
follows the Christ following Roby family and their three children as they take in two 
unchurched brothers to board and tutor. As you can imagine, it doesn't take long 
for conflict to ensue. With great wisdom, Mrs. Roby addresses the root sin issues 
she sees within both her children and her boarders by telling them an allegorical 
story about a Knight of the King, Fides. This knight battles 6 different giants, each 

named for a root sin the Christian (and non-Christian too) struggles with: Sloth, Selfishness, 
Untruth, Hate, Conscience, and Pride. This story is sure to inspire you and your children to 
conquer these giants in your own lives. 
The Battle (also by A.L.O.E.) is the sequel to the Giant Killer. It continues to 
follow the story of the Roby family amidst providential struggles. Although it is not 
written with an allegorical theme, it shows how they each struggle to apply the 
spiritual lessons taught in the previous book to the giants in their lives. Be sure to 
take advantage of this short series that can be used as a springboard for 
discussion in your family worship. 

 
The Haunted Room: A Tale 

-A.L.O.E. 
I love this author for her ability to masterfully weave a spiritual lesson into the 
ordinary and extraordinary events of your life. This story chronicles the lives of 3 
young adult siblings as they move from their pampered lifestyle near London to a 
rural, run down estate their father inherited. The new house was rumored to have 
a haunted room which resulted in various responses from the siblings: anxiety, 
disinterest, and excitement. An uncle spiritualized the subject and challenged them 

to search for the haunted room in each of their own hearts. In other words, he proposed that 
they each had a besetting sin that hid itself so deeply in their individual hearts that even if 
someone pointed it out, they would deny its existence. The siblings requested that their uncle 



secretly tell each of them what he thought their besetting sin was. Don't miss this story of 
mystery and excitement interwoven with the manifestations and consequences of the sins of 
pride, selfishness, and timidity. You certainly will be asking yourself what besetting sin the 
haunted room in your own heart is hiding! 
 
War in the Wasteland 
-Douglas Bond 

I've featured a few historical fiction novels by this author who is like a modern 
day G.A. Henty, and Mr. Bond has not disappointed us with this fantastic WWI 
adventure. Make sure you read the “Acknowledgments” page at the end of 
the book before you begin. In it you will find that Sgt. Lewis is based on C.S. 
Lewis and many conversations and events in the story are based off of his 
writings and accounts of the war. This is particularly insightful in light of the 
theological conversations included in the story. 
 

This novel is an historically accurate, action packed account of life in the trenches, the use of 
military dogs in the war, the service of the WAAC (Women's Axillary Army Corps), the reality 
of offensive and defensive maneuvers in “no man's land”, and the impact of war on the lives 
of those involved. You don't want to miss reading this!  
 

The Resistance 
-Douglas Bond 

This book will transport you into the world of the French Resistance 
movement of WWII. Perhaps like me you are not as familiar with this aspect 
of the war as other events. If that's the case, you are in for a real treat. 
Follow the tale of an English B-17 bomber shot down in Nazi occupied 
France who was rescued and hidden by secret members of the Resistance. 
The historically accurate story is action packed with evading discovery by the 
Nazi authorities, tuning in with contraband radios to get secret 
communications from England embedded in radio broadcasts, using 
explosives to inhibit Nazi transports both on roads and railways, working with 

SOE (spy) agents and being on guard against double agents.  In addition, your faith will be 
encouraged by snippets of “The Oxford Voice” broadcasting over the BBC. This was CS 
Lewis whose radio program became such an encouragement during the war that he became 
known as “the voice of faith.” 
I really enjoyed this book and found great comfort in the gospel message presented, as well 
as the theological discussions on topics that are hard to explain. 


