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2 Corinthians 6:1-13  
As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For 
he says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I 
helped you.”I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of 
salvation.

3 We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not 
be discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in 
every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in 
beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and 
hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy 
Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; 
with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through 
glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as 
impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; 
beaten, and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet 
making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 11 We 
have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to 
you. 12 We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are 
withholding yours from us. 13 As a fair exchange—I speak as to my 
children—open wide your hearts also. 

Isaiah 62:1  
For Zion’s sake I will not hold My peace,

And for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,

Until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 
And her salvation as a lamp that burns 
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I. Our hearts are                                                . 

  a.) Create a                       in which it is                 to be                              . 
  

  b.)                           ! (Don’t                     so much.)  

Prov.17:27 The one who has knowledge uses words with restraint, and whoever has 
understanding is even-tempered.  

  c.)                                   instead of                               . 

Prov. 18:13 He who answers a matter before he hears it, It is folly and shame to him.  
    
   
  d.)                                the                                         . 

Proverbs 17:17 A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity. 

  e.) Accept the risk of correction 

Proverbs 12:15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise. 
Proverbs 27:9 Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart, and the pleasantness of a friend 
springs from their heartfelt advice. 

II. I would love to                                   but I don’t have the                            . 

  a.)  We have                                       instead. 

Mark 4:19b but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other 
things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.  
  
  b.) Our                                   make our lives too                              . 

 Titus 3:14 Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in order to 
provide for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives.  
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III. We don’t                        we are the                             of Jesus. Someone          is.  

  a.) No other                                ! 
Gal 6:2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ 

  b.) We have a responsibility to the church. 

Gal 6:9-10 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest 
if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers. 

  c.)                           is showing up. It may even be                             

Isaiah:61 various “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me 
To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound;To 
comfort all who mourn, To console those who mourn in Zion, To give them beauty for ashes, 
The oil of joy for mourning, The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 

IV.                                             is safer.  
   
 a.)Do we sit at                                   or in                                          ? 

Judges 5:15b-18 But in the tribe of Reuben there was great indecision. Why did you sit at home 
among the sheepfolds—to hear the shepherds whistle for their flocks? Yes, in the tribe of Reuben 
there was great indecision. Gilead remained east of the Jordan. And why did Dan stay home? 
Asher sat unmoved at the seashore, remaining in his harbors. But Zebulun risked his life, as did 
Naphtali, on the heights of the battlefield. 
  
 b.) Be willing to                                               for the                                  beauty. 
Job 2:11-13 When Job’s three friends heard about all the troubles that had come upon him, they 
set out from their homes and met together by agreement to go and sympathize with him and 
comfort him. When they saw him from a distance, they could hardly recognize him; they began to 
weep aloud, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads. Then they sat on the 
ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw 
how great his suffering was.  
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  c.) We forget                              and that             is someone else’s day. 
2 Corinthians 6:1-2 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For he 
says,“In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.” I tell you, 
now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.  

Romans 15:16b He gave me the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the 
Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

V. I am                                                   ! 

  
  a.) That’s                          !                                   the Holy Spirit’s power. 
2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power 
is from God and not from us.  

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not 
come with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I 
resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to 
you in weakness with great fear and trembling. My message and my preaching were not with 
wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith 
might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. 

VI. God isn’t                                         the way I                                                              .  

  a.) Remember to                                   suffering to                      . 

  b.) Remember                               is a                                                            . 
   
   1. It is a                                                                                                     . 
                                                        
 Job 3: 20-22 20“Why is light given to those in misery, and life to the bitter of soul, to 
those who long for death that does not come, who search for it more than for hidden treasure, 
who are filled with gladness and rejoice when they reach the grave? 

   2.  It is a means of perfection                                                  . 
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Hebrews 2:10 For it was fitting for Him (God/Father), for whom are all things, and through 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author (Jesus/Son) of their 
(you and me) salvation through sufferings. 

   3. It was a means of Christ’s                                   bringing us   
                                 and                                    . 

Hebrews 5:8-9 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. 
And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal 
salvation, 

  c.) Remember                   God                 . 

Job 8:5-6 But if you will seek God earnestly and plead with the Almighty, if you are pure and 
upright, even now he will rouse himself on your behalf and restore you to your prosperous state. 
 
  d.) The hurting often                      others. 

 Ruth 1:8 various Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to 
your mother’s home.“Don’t call me Naomi,“Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my 
life very bitter. I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. 

 2 Timothy 2:10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may 
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

  e.) Tears can be                                        that bring                                   . 
Is 45:3 I will give you the treasures of darkness And hidden riches of secret places, That you may 
know that I, the Lord, Who call you by your name, Am the God of Israel. 

VII. We lack                     , thankfulness and                                                                 . 

  a.) Are you                                 on the Word and power of                   ? 

 
Psalm 36:9 For with You is the fountain of life; In Your light we see light. 
John 15 (various) Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me…apart from me you 
can do nothing.  
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Malichi 4:2 But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in 
its rays. And you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. 

Malichi 3:16 Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the Lord listened and 
heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the 
Lord and honored his name. 

  b.) Are you                                                     His grace? 

 Psalm 104:34 My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord. 
Romans 1:21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to 
him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

  c.) Remember by which                   you are                                       ? 

1.) If we are solely motivated by love for the             .

2.) If we are motivated solely by the love we have            .

3.) But when                                              compels us we 
cannot fail.

2 Corinthians 5:14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, 
and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.  

Phil 2:13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 

Ephesians 3:7-9  I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through 
the working of his power. Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace 
was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, and to make plain to 
everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who 
created all things.)

6. Conclusion 


